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everyone can operate the spinning-wheel. Even a scientist like
Dr. Ray has convincingly showed how a man, though he may not
be able to support himself exclusively by the spinning-wheel, may
still help in meeting the people's needs. Today, moreover, when
the country is on the verge of ruin, the spinning-wheel is the only
means of saving it. Spinning, therefore, is a traejajna. "He who
does not conform to this universal wheel lives merely for the grati-
fication of his own desires, lives his life, in other words, to no pur-
pose/'1 At the present time, that universal wheel can mean for us
only the spinning-wheel. It is possible that, when the verse in
question was written, the great poet and seer might not have had
the spinning-wheel in mind, but then poets write for all time and
it is the perfection and beauty of a poem that it lends itself to mean-
ings which its author never had in mind. As statements of princi-
ples, such lines are timeless. They yield rich fruit. It is my hum-
ble opinion that we have a right to pluck any number of beautiful
fruits which may grow on the tree of such priceless and imperish-
able poetry. Poet and menial, master and servant, mistress and
maid, all must work for the common good. The millionaire may
not work or ply the spinning-wheel for himself, but he must for the
sake of the country and the people; otherwise, in the words of
the Gita} he lives his life to no purpose.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 23-10-1921

145.   SPEECH ON SWADESHI, AHMEDABAD2

October 23, 1921

Mahatma Gandhi said that the subject of swadeshi was worn thread-
bare, and, if after twelve months of preaching in season and out of season, he
had not driven conviction home to the people, no useful purpose would be
served by crying himself hoarse at the present moment, more particularly be-
cause there were some in the audience who had apparently cast his message to
the four winds. In the columns of Navajivan he had week after week been
ringing changes on the immutable truth that if they wanted to see Rama-
rajya once more restored in India, he could conceive of no other efficient
weapon than the determined effort put forth by women to wear khadi. Had
they followed in the footsteps of Sita, the history of India would have been

1 Bhagavad Gita, III. 16

2 Under the auspices of the Ahmedabad Rashtriya Stree Mandal